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the daughters of Napoleon's officers received his visits, and
saw him enter into every detail of an organisation which
was, in theory., very little different from St. Cyr, but which,
in spirit, was separated by the wide gulf of the Revolution.
When we see this officer of a Republican army examining
the household work, which, he considered, should consti-
tute almost the whole of a girl's curriculum, slipping his
hand familiarly into the stocking one pupil was darning,
and marking his satisfaction by ordering jam and cream for
gouter, we find ourselves very far from la distinction which
characterised the intercourse of girls and royal visitor at
St. Cyr. Nor do we find in the restless, ambitious atmo-
sphere of the new institution, where the world seemed to be
full of sudden rises to fortune, of prosperous matches, and of
boundless changes, the same reasonableness, the same firm
basis of principle which was the hall-mark of Madame de
Maintenon's creation. Religion was, it is true, placed as the
foundation of education at Ecouen, but one does not find
in the writings of Madame Campan the lofty and disinter-
ested spirit, the true convincing Catholic note which rings
through the letters and conversation of her predecessor.
Ecouen made an important contribution to posterity by
handing on that practical and definitely feminine element
which had always played so large a part in the education
of French girls before the Revolution. Napoleon certainly
was narrow and far from liberal in his views of what a girl
should know,1 but the benefit of preserving the practical
tradition was seen towards the end of the century, when the
first lycees for girls in no way attempted to copy slavishly
the colleges established for their brothers.2
1 For a discussion of this question see Greard's 'Education et Instruction, enseigne-
ment secondaire> vol. i, p. 192, et seq., where Napoleon's letters are cited*
* Cf. what S. Burstall has to say of the North London Collegiate School under
Miss Buss Retrospect and'Praspect\ and cf. Girton College, 1869-1932, by B. Stephens.